
 

IN MEMORY OF OUR WONDERFUL STAFF MEMBER – MICHELLE MC CABE 
 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students of Sunshine North Primary School 
 

I write to you all with a very heavy heart and with sad news concerning our wonderful staff member, 

Kitchen/Garden Educator, past  Education Support Professional Learning Team member and Enrichment 

Professional Learning Team Leader,  Mrs Michelle McCabe. 
 

Michelle started at Sunshine North twenty-one years ago as an Education Support Officer, working with our 

Students With Additional Needs. In 2010 we decided to introduce a new program at Sunshine North, that 

being our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen/Garden Program. Michelle was the successful candidate for the 

position where she developed this very new program to where it is today.  
 

Over the past eleven years Michelle developed our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen/Garden program into being 

one of the best in the state of Victoria. This was acknowledged by Stephanie herself, and the foundation as 

they continued to seek out Michelle’s expertise and knowledge around how she implemented the program at 

Sunshine North Primary School. Not only did Michelle excel in her work as our Kitchen/Garden Educator, 

she also developed strong and everlasting relationships with the many parents and community volunteers that 

have supported the program over the years.  
 

With all that, we believe Michelle’s greatest impact has been on our students, past and present, with many 

past students returning to volunteer in the kitchen or garden. Michelle connected with all students and instilled 

in them what it meant to be the best person you could be , but also to be the best learner. This was done through 

real life learning that took place in our Kitchen/Garden Program. Michelle had the ability to touch parents, 

volunteers and students in a way that showed she was a genuine, caring person and a wonderful educator, who 

had a passion for self-improvement and the improvement for others. 
 

As we all know, Michelle had been fighting cancer over the past two years with some wonderful results being 

achieved.  Approximately three weeks ago Michelle wasn’t feeling the best and it was suggested that she head 

into hospital for some scans. Those scans revealed that Michelle had developed a small tumour, making her 

feel unwell. The doctors thought it would be a simple surgery, but when they investigated it further they shared 

with Michelle, Greg and her girls, Emily and Kaitlyn that it was inoperable and there was nothing they could 

do any more to treat her cancer.  
 

As you can imagine this news was devastating for Michelle and her family. On the 17th August her health 

rapidly declined and she entered palliative care as Greg and her girls sought the best care for her. Michelle’s 

care had ensured that she was very comfortable, peaceful and not in pain. On Sunday the 29h August, Michelle 

passed away with her family by her side giving her all the love they could and ensuring Michelle was at peace. 
 

The Sunshine North Primary School community offer our sincere condolences to, Greg, Emily and Kaitlyn 

during this very difficult time as they mourn the loss of the most important person in their lives. Sunshine 

North Primary School has lost a wonderful person and staff member that will be sadly missed by all. Forever 

in our hearts and she will always be remembered.  
 

To support our school community during this sad time, (along with the impact of COVID restrictions) 

resources and support are available for parents, carers and families. Please do not hesitate to contact the school 

if you need help to support the mental health and wellbeing of your children. 

 

KEN RYAN                      NELLY SANTOS 

Principal                  Assistant Principal 


